AGRICULTURAL COMMUNICATIONS

Jason D. Ellis  – Coordinator 
Union Ballroom West, K & S Rooms

Monday, April 30, 2012
Registration: 7:00 – 7:20 a.m.

Contest: 7:30 – 10:00 a.m.
Attention FFA Advisors:

Our goal for the Agricultural Communications Career Development Event at K-State is to showcase agricultural communications careers to as many FFA members as possible, as well as to select the team to represent Kansas FFA at the national competition.  To attain this goal, we have made the following decisions related to the competition.
· The 2012 Kansas FFA Agricultural Communications Career Development Event has been adapted to closely align with the changes made for the 2012-2016 event at the national level.  The most significant change is going from a 4-person team to a 3-person team.

· The Agricultural Communications Career Development Event will combine scores from all three team members as the team score. We will not drop the lowest individual score in calculating team scores (no change from previous contests).
· The 2012 KSU contest will NOT include the Media Plan and Media Plan Presentation components. Therefore, the winning Kansas team will have to develop this component to participate at the national competition.

· All contestants must wear official FFA dress to be eligible for participation in the Agricultural Communications CDE (no change from previous contests).
RATIONALE:  We bring in a member of the community/industry to speak to contestants.  All Kansas FFA members should dress to match the professional nature of this experience; therefore official FFA dress is a requirement.
Contest Purpose, Objectives, Rules and Guidelines

Structure

Individuals and/or teams will be eligible to participate in the Kansas FFA Career Development Event in Agricultural Communications. Schools may enter up to two individuals and/or one three-member team.  The three team members’ scores will constitute the team score.  The top team will be eligible to represent Kansas in the National FFA Agricultural Communications CDE.  The rest of this document identifies the components of the CDE.
I.
Tests

A. Editing Exercise

Because editing is a critical skill for all communicators, each participant will complete an editing exercise.  They will be given a printed document containing 25 identified sections.  Students must determine whether an identified section is correct or incorrect.  For the incorrect items, participants will be required to correct the mistakes using appropriate copy editing marks.  Style, grammar, punctuation, and spelling mistakes will be included.  Participants will NOT be able to use a style manual or dictionary during this exercise.

B. Communications Quiz

Each participant will complete a quiz that covers the content of the current (2011) Associated Press Stylebook. Questions may come from any section excluding sports guidelines. Participants will NOT be able to use the style manual or a dictionary during this exercise.
II.  Practicum

The practicum will consist of three specific activities with no more than one team member per activity.  Participants can participate in one of the following activities:

1. Designing a web page layout (Designer);

2. Developing and recording a digital news broadcast (Electronic Media Specialist); or

3. Organizing and writing a press release (Writer).
Each team should assign a member to each of these activities when registering for the event.  Individuals who are not participating on teams will designate in which activity they plan to participate when they enter the contest.

All teams will meet in the Union Ballroom West for an orientation, the tests and the press conference.  Teams will be divided so that all designers sit together, all electronic media specialists sit together and all writers sit together.  

All team members will be given an orientation at the beginning of the practicum to last no more than 10 minutes.  The press conference will follow the orientation.  Each team member will receive a press packet with background information on the agricultural topic and expert.  The expert will speak on a timely agricultural topic for 10-15 minutes.  Students will be provided with paper on which to take notes if they wish.  Students should bring their own pens or pencils.

A 15-minute question-and-answer period with the expert (speaker) will take place after the press conference.  Upon completion of the question-and-answer session, all competitors will be allowed 60 minutes to complete their assigned tasks.

Detailed descriptions of each team member’s assignment follows:

Designer
Each designer will use the press packet and information that was gathered in the press conference to develop a graphic design layout for a web page. Using the grid paper provided, participants will sketch a web page for the speaker’s organization that is presenting information about the topic from the press conference. Students will indicate where they would place visual elements (photos, graphics, logos, videos, etc.), captions, headline, text, site navigation and other site features. Students also will write a short description of any interactive features on the site (for example, where hyperlinks in the navigation would go). The objective is effective communication or information sharing through visual tools. Each participant will have 60 minutes to complete the practicum.
Electronic Media Specialist
Students participating in this practicum will be escorted to McCain Auditorium to complete this portion of the contest.  Electronic media specialists will be using actual radio broadcasting equipment (with professionals at the controls).  Each broadcaster will use the press packet and information gathered at the press conference to write and record a two-minute radio broadcast.  The total time for the story should be as close to two minutes as possible; however, no penalties will apply for stories that run between 90 seconds and 2 minutes and 30 seconds.  Contestants will be given 30 minutes to prepare their scripts and five questions they would use as follow-up to gain further information about the topic. At the end of the first 30 minutes, contestants will submit these materials and draw for recording order. Students will NOT be able to practice reading their scripts after the first 30 minutes until they enter the broadcast room. Once in the broadcast room, contestants will be able to practice their script once and record their script no more than twice. The contestant will be asked to choose the recording to be judged.
Writer
Each writer will use the press packet and the information gathered in the press conference to write a 200- to 300-word press release.  The release should be written as if it were being distributed by the expert’s company or organization. Participants will have 60 minutes to complete the task.  

Overall CDE Timeline

1.  
Testing (30 minutes)

Communications Quiz

Editing Exercise

10 minute break

2.
Practicum (1 hour and 40 minutes)

Designer
Electronic Media Specialist*

Writer
Total = 2 hours and 20 minutes

*Note: Changes in the electronic media specialist practicum will mean some students are released later than the total time scheduled.

Equipment

The following equipment will be provided:

· For electronic media specialists: sound bites from the press conference
· For designers: graphing paper
· For all participants: dictionaries (may be used only during the practicum), style manuals (may be used only during the practicum), and paper

· Pencil sharpener
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