
Ella Pachta 
◈ Belleville, KS ◈ ecpachta@ksu.edu 

Education 
Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS              
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture – Agricultural Education 
Expected Graduation: May 2026 
 
Certifications 
6-12 Agriculture 
Curriculum for Agricultural Science Education AgXplore 
Curriculum for Agricultural Science Education Agricultural Business Foundation 
SAE for All 
 
Teaching Experience 
Student Teaching Intern, Valley Heights Jr/Sr High School          Jan 2026 – May 2026 

• Deliver engaging, hands-on instruction through inquiry-based learning. 
• Facilitate leadership development, supervise SAE programs, and integrate the three-circle 

model into the agricultural education program. 
• Create a student-centered environment that fosters positive relationships, career readiness, 

and personal growth. 
 
Practicum Experience, Rock Creek High School             Sept – Oct 2025 

• Taught agricultural lessons aligned with AFNR pathways and real-world applications.  
• Fostered a positive classroom environment that encouraged interaction and collaboration. 
• Reflected on teaching experience to improve and adjust instructional strategies. 

 
STEM Camp Teacher, Manhattan High School         June 2025 

• Facilitated discussions and experiments to build foundational skills for young learners. 
• Modified lessons to include differentiated instruction for diverse learners. 
• Collaborated with my cooperating teacher to promote agricultural literacy and execute lab activities.  

 
4-H Summer Engagement Intern, K-State Research and Extension   June – August 2024 

• Utilized curriculum to create interactive lessons for youth that foster learning and growth. 
• Tailored activities to meet the needs and interests of youth while maintaining educational 

value. 
• Worked closely with fellow interns and 4-H staff to coordinate activities and ensure a 

successful program experience. 
 
Teaching Related Experience 
Student Intern, KS Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom         Sep 2024 – Dec 2025 

• Develop and create age-appropriate curriculum and activities that align with state standards. 
• Promote agricultural literacy for K-12 at community events. 
• Work closely with KFAC staff to brainstorm, share progress, and ensure consistency in 

curriculum. 
 
Student Worker, KSU Dept. of Agricultural Communications and Education      Jan 2024 – Present 

• Analyze and interpret data collected from the TAPS program to develop interactive case 
studies using agronomic knowledge and educational design. 

• Create lessons to be adaptable for high school and post-secondary levels of agricultural 
education. 

• Collaborate with researchers and educators to translate data into relevant educational 
content.   
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Leadership 
Kansas Corn Collegiate Academy                 Jan 2025 – Dec 2025 

• Gained in-depth knowledge about the corn and corn byproduct industry through hands-on 
tours. 

• Networked with industry professionals and leaders to gain knowledge and learn about 
important advocacy and policy efforts. 

 
KSU Collegiate Crops Judging Team                   Aug 2024 – Nov 2025 

• Collaborated with team members and coaches to enhance performance through regular 
practice sessions and study groups in the identification and evaluation of weeds and crops. 

• Represented the university in high-pressure competitive environments, showcasing 
professionalism, teamwork, and technical expertise. 

   
Teach Ag Students of Kansas (TASK Force)           Aug 2024 – May 2025 

• Advocated for the importance of agriculture educators in Kansas through interaction with 
FFA members through workshops and presentations. 

• Developed and delivered compelling workshops highlighting the importance of FFA and 
agricultural education to over 300 students. 

 
KSU Collegiate Cattlewomen Club                 Aug 2023 – Dec 2025 

• Experience beef operations in Kansas and surrounding states to help learn about the 
diversity of beef operations.  

• Communicate with a team of passionate young women to plan and organize events.  
• Collaborate with industry professionals during tours and conventions to deepen my 

understanding of the nation’s beef production issues.  
 
Work Experience 
Owner/Operator, Pachta Family Hay and Cattle             Aug 2015 – Present 

• Manage a herd of 20 head of beef cow-calf pairs based on industry standards. 
• Keep a detailed record of all livestock, financial, and nutrition information. 
• Operate and maintain farm equipment according to safety regulations. 
• Assist in farm harvesting and storage of crops according to industry standards. 

 
Professional Development/Service 
KSU Ag Ed Welding Bootcamp         Oct 2025 
Republic County 4-H Visual Arts Superintendent     Aug 2025 
Flint Hills Discovery Center Day of the Cowboy Volunteer     July 2025 
Kansas FFA State CDEs         May 2025 
Kansas FFA State Agriscience Fair Judge      May 2025 
Kansas FFA Proficiency Award Judge       April 2025 
Ag Ed Club Speech Contest          Feb 2025 
 
Honors and Awards 
National FFA, American Degree Recipient      Nov 2025 
KSU Semester Honors, Recipient       May 2024 
Kansas FFA, State Star Farmer        May 2023 
National FFA, Forage Production National Proficiency Finalist   Nov 2023 
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References 
Dr. Jonathan Ulmer     
Kansas State University     
Professor - Agricultural Education  
julmer@ksu.edu       
785-532-1250    
 
Ms. Carrie Husband 
Valley Heights Jr./Sr. High School 
Agricultural Instructor 
chusband@valleyheights.org 
913-845-0133 
 
Dr. Rachel Cott         
Kansas State University 
Assistant Professor - Crop Science 
Crops Team Coach 
rveenstra@ksu.edu 
785-532-5402 
 
Nancy Zenger - Beneda 
Kansas Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom 
Executive Director 
nancy@ksagclassroom.org 
785-320-4351 
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